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“Men do not make history. Subjective factors can accelerate or delay major events, even for relatively
long periods, but they are not a decisive factor, nor can they prevent the final outcome. Extremely
serious accidents of human or natural origin, a nuclear war, the accelerated destruction of the
environment and a relatively abrupt change in the climate can alter all estimates and forecasts made by
the most visionary talents of our species. All of these things could still be avoided.”

  References to the original:   Speech at the closing session of the 5th Meeting Globalization and
Development held in Havana, February 14, 2003  
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